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What Worries You about College Applications?



Good News!

Colleges 
value your 
story

Lots of 
Options 
Available

Financing 
College is 
Possible

College is a 
Chance to 
Imagine the 
Future

You are 
not Alone



College Process 

overview



UC’s CSU’s Privates



UCCSU
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UCCSU
Size?

On average, smaller than UCs - student 
body is regionally-based

Typically large institutions - student 
body from all over the place

Education? Hands-on, practical-based learning 
to prepare students for job market. CSU’s 
prepare 60% of California’s teachers 

Research and theory-based learning 
to prepare students for graduate and 
professional degrees (Masters, PhDs, etc.)

Who 

teaches?
Most classes taught by faculty Most classes taught by grad students

Cost?
$20-25K per year, including tuition, room 
and board, books, etc.

$30-35K per year, including tuition, room 
and board, books, etc.

Why go 

here?

To benefit from close interactions 
with faculty and to gain practical 
skills for a working career

To benefit from world class research 
in preparation for acquiring an 
advanced, professional degree



10 UCs

23 CSUs



If you’re applying to 
a CSU:

If you’re applying 
to a UC:

Cal State Apply My UC App

Due on Nov. 30th



Private Schools
Size? Typically smaller than state-funded universities

Education?
Selective, varies widely from liberal arts to research-based

Who 

teaches?

Smaller class sizes often taught by a mix of faculty and 
teaching assistants

Cost?
$30-55K per year, including tuition, room and board, books, etc. 
BUT a lot of financial aid available

Why go 

here?
To benefit from small community, strong reputations, 
and preparation for graduate coursework 



California State University

✓ Apply online Oct.1 - Nov. 30
✓ Minimum “A-G” GPA: 2.0 and 

above
✓ SAT or ACT   
✓ No essay or letters of 

recommendation 
✓ Students self-report all grades 

on application
✓ Official transcripts not required 

until admission  
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University of California

✓ Submit online Nov. 1-30
✓ Minimum “A-G” GPA: 3.0 and above 
✓ SAT Reasoning with Writing or ACT 

with Writing 
✓ SAT subject tests recommended for 

some majors
✓ 4 personal insight essays, list of 

extracurricular activities & awards
✓ Comprehensive Review 
✓ No letters of recommendation 



College Applications
Private Colleges 

✓ SAT or ACT usually required
✓ SAT Subject test may be required, especially at highly selective 

colleges
✓ Most require essays, letters of recommendation from counselor 

and teachers, and official transcripts 
✓ Include extracurricular activities and honors/awards
✓ Many have Early Decision or Early Action option 
✓ Requirements, selectivity and deadlines can vary widely. 

Research each college carefully.
 



Supporting Your Student 
Through the College Process

Encourage your student 
to meet with their high 

school counselor

Make sure your student 
has signed up for the 

SAT or ACT 

Have a conversation 
with your student about 
college and their plans 

after high school

Before Senior Year



Supporting Your Student 
Through the College Process

Encourage your student to 
become familiar with the 

different college 
applications and what they 

require; test scores, 
transcripts, 

recommendation letters, 
essay(s)

Create a timeline and a plan 
with your student for the 
rest of the year regarding 
college applications and 

needed materials 

Research colleges and 
universities with your 

student

August- Sept, 12th grade



Supporting Your Student 
Through the College Process

Create a student 
and Parent PIN 
for the FAFSA

Spend time 
reviewing your 

student’s college 
essay(s)

Have a conversation 
about the colleges 
and universities on 

your students college 
list

October, 12th grade

Gather tax 
information from 

2018 and 2019



Supporting Your Student Through the College 
Process

Review final 
college list and 

essay edits 

Submit UC and 
CSU apps

November, 12th grade



Supporting Your Student Through the College 
Process

Submit FAFSA and  
CSS Profile (if 

needed)

Research 
scholarship 

opportunities 
with your student

Submit final 
applications 

(Common App or 
additional private 

apps)

December, 12th grade



Supporting Your Student Through the College 
Process

Continue 
submitting 
scholarship 
applications

January-February  12th grade 

Prepare 2019 
taxes

Talk with your 
student about how 
they are doing in 
their high school 

classes



Supporting Your Student Through the College 
Process

Plan to visit at least two 
of the colleges or 

universities your student 
has been admitted to in 

order to help your 
student make decision 

Review decision letters 
and financial aid packages 

with your student

Follow up with your 
student about completing  

any scholarship 
applications

March/April



Supporting Your Student 
Through the College Process

Make a plan with your 
student about their 

transition to college (how 
are they getting to campus, 
when will they leave, what 
supplies do they need, etc)

Review any necessary 
paperwork with your 

student that his/her college 
or university might need 

Make sure your student has 
made a decision by May 1st 

May



Important Deadlines 

✓ September 20th: ACT Test registration deadline (October test)

✓ October 3rd: SAT test registration (November test)

✓ November 1st: Early Action and Early Decision (private schools)

✓ November 30th: UC and CSU application deadline 

✓ Jan 1: Common Application deadline

✓ Scholarships: Varies, please check our website

✓ Private College Regular Decision: Varies, check each website

✓
✓

 



Resources

https://scholarmatch.org/students/milestones/
https://scholarmatch.org/students/resources/


Questions?

Questions????



Next Steps 
● Review College Application Timeline + Important Dates with your child

● Make sure you write important deadlines

● Talk to your son or daughter about their progress

● Make sure your son or daughter come to our center!


